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Waldkirch, November 2016 – The new event camera from SICK makes it possible to create actual images and video sequences based on what is happening in a plant, whenever this is required. The camera integrates seamlessly into SICK’s industrial sensor technology and transmits event-controlled video sequences directly to the cloud, as well as to an integrated SD card as a backup. The video sequences show what happens immediately before and after the event. This provides the plant operator with information about the cause of plant malfunctions, such as protective field violations and material removal.
Using multiple event cameras makes it possible to record and analyze the overall situation from various angles. Once productivity has been restored, the event camera can be uninstalled and then used for a range of other optimization and diagnostics purposes. As no data is transmitted or stored permanently, the system accommodates the data protection provisions that are in place. 
Process optimization and diagnostics
Efficient processes and high productivity levels need either reliable object detection or assurance that safety systems are operating without issues. The event camera’s video sequences provide additional visual information. The camera continually records processes, but does not issue a response until it receives a trigger from another sensor – for example, an incorrect profile being detected during profile monitoring. When the camera receives the trigger from the sensor, it stores the video sequence covering a short time before and after the event, then sends it to the cloud.
In cases where protecting the hazardous area is a challenging task, people and other interference objects have the potential to trigger protective devices and reduce system throughput. If events like this happen, it is possible to install and deploy the camera in a way that accommodates the situation in question – allowing for rapid, targeted diagnostics. The recorded image or video sequences allow the person responsible for the system to identify the disturbance variable and take appropriate measures.
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A better view of the process thanks to the new event camera from SICK
SICK is one of the world’s leading producers of sensors and sensor solutions for industrial applications. Founded in 1946 by Dr.-Ing. e. h. Erwin Sick, the company with headquarters in Waldkirch im Breisgau near Freiburg ranks among the technological market leaders. With more than 50 subsidiaries and equity investments as well as numerous agencies, SICK maintains a presence around the globe. In the fiscal year 2015, SICK had more than 7,400 employees worldwide and achieved Group sales of just under EUR 1.3 billion.
More information about SICK is available on the Internet at http://www.sick.com or by phone on +49 (0) 7681 202-4183.
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